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Land Acknowedgement 
I  wou ld  l i ke  to  acknow ledge  tha t  I  am lea rn i ng

and  l i v i ng  on  the  t rad i t i ona l  and  unceded
te r r i to r y  o f  t he  Secwépemc peop le .  I  am

gra te fu l  to  be  ab le  to  l i ve ,  l ea rn ,  and  g row on
th i s  l and ,  and  I  r ecogn i ze  the  deep

connec t ions  t ha t  I nd igenous  peop les  have  to
the  land ,  cu l t u re ,  and  commun i t y .

As  someone  who  i s  f rom the  No r thwes t
Te r r i to r i e s ,  I  a l so  want  to  acknow ledge  my
home commun i t y  and  the  T ł ı̨ chǫ  peop le  o f

Behchokǫ̀,  whe re  I  f i r s t  expe r ienced  l ea rn i ng
th rough  bo th  cu l t u re  and  educat ion .  Th i s

connec t ion  has  shaped  who  I  am and
con t i nues  to  i n f l uence  how I  t h i n k  abou t

teach ing  and  l ea rn i ng .
I  am commi t ted  to  con t i nu i ng  to  l ea rn ,  l i s ten ,

and  teach  i n  ways  t ha t  re spec t  I nd igenous
know ledge ,  pe r spec t i ves ,  and  ways  o f  be ing .



Lea rn  f rom bo th  I nd igenous  and  Wes te rn
know ledge

Becoming  s t rong  i n  bo th  wo r ld s

Overview
of the
Framework

A T ł ı̨ chǫ  educat ion  ph i l o sophy  f rom
Behchokǫ̀,  NT

Ca l l ed  “S t rong  L i ke  Two  Peop le ”

W h a t  I t  I s

M a i n  I d e a

Bu i ld  iden t i t y  and  be long ing
St reng then  re la t i onsh ips  and  commun i t y

connec t ion
Suppor t s  ba lanced  l ea rn i ng

P u r p o s e



ORIGIN OF THE 
PHILOSOPHY

C h i e f  J i m m y  B r u n e a u  w a n t e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  l e a r n  “ b o t h  w a y s ”

 “ … o n e  p e r s o n  w o u l d  b e  l i k e  t w o  p e r s o n s :  O n e ,  k n o w i n g
e v e r y t h i n g  o f  t h e  w h i t e  c u l t u r e  a n d  o n e ,  k n o w i n g  o f  o u r

a n c e s t o r s ’  c u l t u r e .  T h a t  p e r s o n  w o u l d  b e c o m e  v e r y  s t r o n g  f o r  i f
w e  k n o w  e v e r y t h i n g  l i k e  t w o  p e r s o n s …  t h e r e  m a y  b e  n o  o n e

g r e a t e r  t h a n  u s . ”  -  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  b y  T ł ı̨ c hǫ  e l d e r ,  E l i z a b e t h
M a c k e n z i e

h t t p s : / / www. n w t t i m e l i n e . c a / s t o r i e s / c h i e f - j i mm y - b r u n e a u /



DAILY BALANCED LEARNING

L E A R N I N G  A R E A :

C O M M U N I T Y  &
I D E N T I T Y

L A N D / E X P E R I E N T I A L
L E A R N I N G

A C A D E M I C  L E A R N I N G R E F L E C T I O N

C O M M U N I T Y  &  I D E N T I T Y

A C A D E M I C  L E A R N I N G

L A N D - B A S E D / E X P E R I E N T I A L  
L E A R N I N G

R E F L E C T I O N

M o r n i n g  c i r c l e ,

s t o r y t e l l i n g ,  &  d i s c u s s i o n

E l d e r s  &  c o m m u n i t y

m e m b e r s

S t o r i e s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s

B u i l d i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s

O u t d o o r  o b s e r v a t i o n

H a n d s - o n  a c t i v i t i e s

N a t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s

S e a s o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s

C u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s

R e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  m a t h ,  &

i n q u i r y

S c h o o l  s k i l l s

C o n n e c t s  t o  c u r r i c u l u m

o u t c o m e s

J o u r n a l s

S h a r i n g  c i r c l e s

“ A l l  A b o u t  M e ”

a c t i v i t i e s

G o a l  s e t t i n g

All parts work together every day



Guided by Inquiry
B i g  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  g u i d e s  l e a r n i n g  o v e r  t i m e  

( e g :  o v e r  a  u n i t )

S h a p e s  t h e  l e s s o n s

C o n n e c t s  a c t i v i t i e s  t o g e t h e r

G i v e s  p u r p o s e  t o  l e a r n i n g



Inquiry Across the Curriculum
ELA

“ H o w  d o  s t o r i e s
h e l p  u s

u n d e r s t a n d
o u r s e l v e s  a n d

o t h e r s ? ”

Connect s  to
s to r y te l l i ng
Bu i ld s
comprehens io
n  and  iden t i t y
Can  i nc l ude
Ind igenous
and  non-
I nd igenous
s to r i e s

“ H o w  c a n  w e  u s e
m a t h  t o

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
w o r l d  a r o u n d

u s ? ”

Pat te rn s  i n
na tu re
Measu r i ng
ob jec t s
ou t s ide
Coutn ing  and
group ing

“ W h a t  m a k e s  a
s t r o n g  a n d

c a r i n g
c o m m u n i t y ? ”

I den t i t y  and
be long ing
Ro les  i n  a
commun i t y
Respec t  and
respons ib i l i t y

“ H o w  a r e  l i v i n g
t h i n g s  c o n n e c t e d

t o  e a c h  o t h e r
a n d  t h e  l a n d ? ”

P lan t s ,
an ima l s ,
ecosy s tems
Obse r va t ion
and  i nqu i r y
Land-based
lea rn i ng

Math Social Studies Science

“ W h a t  h e l p s  u s
f e e l  h e a l t h y  a n d

b a l a n c e d ? ”

Phys i ca l ,
emot iona l ,
and  soc ia l
we l l -be ing
Re la t ionsh ips
and  se l f -ca re
Connec t ion
to  commun i t y

Health

Example Inquiry Questions by Subject



“How are we
connected to
the land?”

C r o s s - c u r r i c u l a r :
Sc ience
Soc ia l  S tud ies
Language  A r t s
Hea l th

S t u d e n t s  e x p l o r e  t h r o u g h :
Outdoo r  l ea rn i ng
Read ing ,  w r i t i ng ,  and  i nqu i r y
ac t i v i t i e s
Re f lec t ion

L e a r n i n g  P r o c e s s :
Ask  ques t ions
Exp lo re  and  obse r ve
Sha re  l ea rn i ng
Ref lec t

Big Inquiry Question 
(Cross Curricular)



Classroom Implementation
Example

Story te l l i ng

Share  a  s to r y
o r  examp le
abou t
bead ing
Inv i te  an
E lde r  o r
commun i t y
member  ( i f
ava i lab le )

Hands-on
Act iv i t y

Cu l tu ra l
Learn ing

I n t roduce
beads  as
cu l t u ra l
p rac t i ce
D i scus s :

Why  i s
bead ing
impor tan t?
How i s  i t
connec ted
to  cu l t u re
and
iden t i t y?

Studen t s
c rea te  a
s imp le
bead ing
pat te rn
Exp lo re
co lou r s ,
shapes ,  and
des igns

Academic
Connect ion

I den t i f y  and
c rea te
pat te rn s
Desc r ibe
the i r  des ign
Connec t
pat te rn s  to
rea l -wor ld
examp les

Beading and Patterns

Ref lec t ion

Shar i ng
c i rc le/ jou rna l :

What  d id
you  l ea rn?
What  does
you r  des ign
rep resen t?
How does
th i s
connec t  to
cu l t u re?



BC Curriculum Connections
(Grade 3)

Social
Studies

C C 2 :  Exp la i n  why
peop le ,  e ven t s ,  o r

p laces  a re  s ign i f i can t
to  va r ious  i nd i v idua l s  

C C 6 :  Exp la i n  why
peop le ’ s  be l i e f s ,

va l ues ,  and  wor ldv iews
g i ve  t hem d i f fe ren t

pe r spec t i ves  on
peop le ,  p laces ,  i s sues ,

o r  e ven t s
C C 7 :  Make  va lue
judgment s  abou t

even t s ,  dec i s i ons ,  o r
ac t ions ,  and  sugges t
l e s sons  t ha t  can  be

lea rned

Sc ience  suppo r t s
l ea rn i ng  th rough
obse r va t ion  and

connec t ion  to  p lace .

C C 7 :  Exp la i n  t he  ro le
tha t  s to r y  p lay s  i n

pe r sona l ,  fam i l y ,  and
commun i t y  i den t i t y

C C 1 1 :  Deve lop
awareness  o f  how

s to r y  i n  F i r s t  Peop les
cu l t u re s  connec t s

peop le  to  l and

C C 1 2 :  Exchange
ideas  and

pe r spec t i ves  to  bu i l d
sha red  unde r s tand ing

ELA

C C 1 :  U se  reason ing
to  exp lo re  and  make

connec t ions

C C 9 :  Engage  i n
p rob lem-so l v i ng

expe r iences
connec ted  to  p lace ,

s to r y ,  cu l t u ra l
p rac t i ces ,

pe r spec t i ves . . .

C C 1 3 :  Rep resen t
mathemat ica l  i deas

i n  conc re te ,
p ic to r ia l ,  and

symbo l i c  fo rms

Math Science (supporting)



Core Competencies
Social

Studies

P o s i t i v e  P e r s o n a l  &
C u l t u r a l  I d e n t i t y -

Studen t s  connec t  to
cu l t u re  and  exp lo re

the i r  i den t i t y  t h rough
bead ing .

C r e a t i v e  T h i n k i n g -
Studen t s  c rea te

mean ing fu l  des igns  to
exp res s  t he i r  i deas

and  c rea t i v i t y .

C o m m u n i c a t i o n -
Studen t s  sha re  and

exp la i n  t he i r  l ea rn i ng
th rough  d i scus s ion  and

re f lec t ion .

C r i t i c a l  &  R e f l e c t i v e
T h i n k i n g -  S tuden t s
ask  ques t ions  and
exp lo re  pa t te rn s

th rough  obse r va t ion
and  i nqu i r y .

C o m m u i n i c a t i n g -
Studen t s  sha re

obse r va t ions  and
exp la i n  t he i r  i deas
abou t  pa t te rn s  and

lea rn i ng .  

P e r s o n a l  &  C u l t u r a l
I d e n t i t y -  S tuden t s

connec t  l ea rn i ng  to
cu l t u re ,  l and ,  and

the i r  own  expe r iences .

C o m m u n i c a t i o n -
Studen t s  sha re  ideas

and  exp la i n  t he i r
l ea rn i ng  th rough

s to r y te l l i ng ,  d i sc i s s i on ,
and  re f l ec t ion .

C r e a t i v e  T h i n k i n g -
S tuden t s  c rea te  and

exp res s  i deas  t h rough
s to r i e s ,  des igns ,  and

pe r sona l  mean ing .
 

P o s i t i v e  P e r s o n a l  &
C u l t u r a l  I d e n t i t y -
Studen t s  connec t

s to r i e s  and  l ea rn i ng  to
the i r  i den t i t y ,  cu l t u re ,

and  commun i t y .

ELA

C o n n e c t i n g  a n d
e n g a g i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s -

Studen t s  sha re  and
exp la i n  t he i r  des igns
th rough  d i scus s ion ,

s to r y te l l i ng ,  and
re f lec t ion

C r e a t i v e  T h i n k i n g -
Studen t s  des ign  un ique

bead  pat te rn s  to
exp res s  i deas  and

c rea t i v i t y .
P o s i t i v e  P e r s o n a l  &

C u l t u r a l  I d e n t i t y -
Studen t s  connec t  to
cu l t u re  and  exp lo re

the i r  i den t i t y  t h rough
bead ing .

Math
Science (supporting)



FPPL
“ L e a r n i n g  i s  h o l i s t i c ,  r e f l e x i v e ,  r e f l e c t i v e ,

e x p e r i e n t i a l ,  a n d  r e l a t i o n a l . ”

H o l i s t i c :  Who le  ch i l d  ( i den t i t y ,  cu l t u re ,  academics )

E x p e r i e n t i a l :  Hands-on  ac t i v i t y

R e l a t i o n a l :  Lea rn i ng  th rough  commun i t y ,  s to r i e s ,  s ha r i ng

R e f l e c t i v e :  Jou rna l i ng ,  sha r i ng  c i r c le s



FPPL (supporting)
“ L e a r n i n g  i s  e m b e d d e d  i n  m e m o r y ,  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  s t o r y . ”

Cu l tu ra l  know ledge  sha red  th rough  s to r y te l l i ng

Connec t s  l ea rn i ng  to  iden t i t y  and  t rad i t i on

Lea rn i ng  re f l ec t s  rea l - l i f e  cu l t u ra l  p rac t i ces

Shows  re spec t  and  p ro toco l

“ L e a r n i n g  i n v o l v e s  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  s o m e  k n o w l e d g e  i s
s a c r e d  a n d  o n l y  s h a r e d  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  a n d / o r  i n  c e r t a i n

s i t u a t i o n s . ”

Connect s  to  E lde r s ,  commun i t y  gu idance ,  no t  a l l
k now ledge  be ing  f ree l y  sha red







Masi Cho!
T h i s  f r a m e w o r k  h e l p s  s t u d e n t s  b e c o m e  s t r o n g  l i k e  t w o

p e o p l e ;  g r o u n d e d  i n  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y ,  c o n n e c t e d  t o  c o m m u n i t y ,
a n d  c o n f i d e n t  i n  b o t h  I n d i g e n o u s  a n d  W e s t e r n  w a y s  o f

l e a r n i n g .
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